
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IHTEC’S  LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL CONCEPT DRAFT 

Updated: April 21, 2011, March 31, 2011, first draft Nov 4, 2010. 

This white paper has been developed to honor those who have achieved peace and sustainability education in their schools.  

Schools that qualify for recognition have blended IHTEC’s ideas into their core curriculum. They recognize that IHTEC’s 

programs offer teaching tools that address many of the systemic global issues. To achieve these goals it may take several 

years. The concepts help teachers to teach students how to prevent further damage to planet earth. Their school is invited to 

participate. Contact: ihtec@3web.com  Website: www.ihtec.org  

To become a LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL, Schools will aim to achieve the following over time:-  

1. Work together as a whole school. 

2. Register online with IHTEC 

3. Plant and dedicate an International School Peace Garden (ISPG), and re-dedicated it annually.  

4. Principal’s role is to pass on the concepts of their International School Peace Garden. 

5. Share the ‘Path of Peace’ concept with other schools in their community using:- 

a. Peace Garden Newsletter as a printed copy as a .pdf file; a ppt; a video and/or blog, on their website.  

b. Documents and digital photos that show before, during and after development. A booklet format could be 

used to hand to visitors from other schools. 

c. The sharing of peace trees with other schools to encourage their participation. 

d. The creation of an actual ‘path’ to connect different sections or gardens in a school together, where possible.  

6. Uses ethical values and ensures that the human need to achieve Maslows values system is fulfilled. 

7. Teach individual values and responsibilities about nature and cultures to students, their families and community, and 

all staff within the school.  

8. Plant a ‘peace tree’ suitable for the soil in their school ground. 

9. Years 7 - 12 - build two Friendship Benches in their Peace Garden to use for conflict resolution.  

10. Blend their involvement of ISPG concepts into their peace and sustainability curriculum. 

11. Understands what ‘sustainability’ means. (See GSE flyer). 

12. Develop methods of prevention when understanding global sustainability. 

13. Work with a professional forestry organization that plants trees locally. 

14. Understand the connection between, affluence, consumerism, resource depletion and poverty. 

15. Give proof of understanding the media relationship to consumption and poverty.   

16. Increase their Food Security locally. Use aquaponics and hydroponics where possible for growing vegetables. 

17. Ensure students know how to plant seeds and trees and keep them alive.  

18. Decrease school and family water usage. Encourage the use of rain water barrels to collect water from the school 

roof, for their peace garden. Use timed drip irrigation wherever possible.  

19. Use the ‘International School Peace Garden Dedication’ during their dedication ceremony.  

20. Participate in one or more of the following programs: Watershed Peace Pathways”, “Marine Peace Parks” and 

“Creature Corridor” programs. The program chosen will depend on where the school is located and what the local 

geographical landscape is like.  

a. Each student and teacher are requested to sign “IHTEC Water Dedication” - frame & use it.  



b. Plant & teach about local Biodiversity and Forests. Use the IHTEC Biodiversity and Forests Dedication, 

which contains concepts for teacher to help with scientific understanding of their importance. 

c. Decrease Energy Use: Reduce CO2 emissions by using bicycles and walking, or build and use solar or 

battery operated vehicles where possible. Encourage use of Alternative Energy, solar, wind, geo-thermal etc 

d. Understand the rate at which current species are being lost, and how to prevent this trend. 

e. Know about the dead zones in the oceans and why they are occurring. This includes the role of oceans as 

carbon sinks, and how oceans become acidic, (acidic water destroys shells on fish, and produces methane.)  

21. Discuss Climate Change, and know about the result of ice on land melting (sea level rise) and other unexpected 

consequences.  

22. Invites other schools from their surrounding district to visit and participate in teacher workshops on Peace & 

Sustainable Education through the ISPG program.  

23. Read and distribute the ‘Earth Charter’. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s soft Law.  

24. Know local peace and environmental laws. 

25. Participate in other peace and sustainability programs. 
 

STUDENT ASSESSMENTS 

26. Understand and use friendship benches to solve global issues locally. Cooperation, friendship and support. 

27. Understand peace within themselves, peace in their family, peace in their school & community, peace with nature, 

peace with the global family.  

28. Put nature and the web of life first. Know how to prevent global issues locally.  

29. Know and grow sacred, provincial or state trees in their country.  

a. Donate a peace tree to another school.  

b. Understand the sacred role of a peace tree within indigenous cultures.  

c. Create a school role for a peace tree.  

30. Know the regional birds, animal and plant species, what they eat, and migration patterns.  

31. Use Photographs, Poetry, Art, Dance, Language and the Arts to show the gifts of knowledge they have been given 

from their School Peace Garden. 

32. Know the role and inter-relationships of the various roles involved with natural systems:- food, soil, seeds, water, 

agriculture, forests, underground roots, fungus, trunks, various species, underground rivers, caves and karst lands, 

leaf detritus, gain and losses, population die off. 

33. Understand what constitutes their local bio-diversity and its role. 

34. Know what and where their watershed is, and how to keep it clear of pollution.  

35. Understand that the population on the planet is increasing and adding to our plight. 

36. Food: Be able to identify seeds, plant them, and nurture them till they are trees, bushes, fruits and vegetables.  

37. Name five things they have done that shows how they have prevented heating the planet. 

38. Understand the role of pollution and its effect on atmosphere, land, water, and aquifers. Understand the inter-

relationships between ozone, air, land, soils, streams, rivers and oceans. Identify the many ways we can cool the 

planet by our actions. 

39. Use technology instead of travelling, to prevent carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions.  

40. Created a blog, peace garden news, or other methods of distributing information to their community and link it to the 

ISPG blog. http://ispg.blogspot.com  

41. Student Development: 

a. Demonstrate how they have participated in presentations for fund raising.  

b. Use powerpoints and speak about their work to others at school during announcements, conferences and 

parent evenings.  

42. Build a solar car or invent a new item that will solve one of the many global issues.  

Contact: ihtec@3web.com  Website: www.ihtec.org 


