
SCIENTIFIC REASONS EXPLAINING THE 
CURRENT STATE OF THE WORLD 
 
Who for: Upper Primary, Secondary Schools, and Universities. 
 
Purpose: Understand the inter-relationship between the ozone hole, global warming, carbon 
dioxide, climatic changes, melting ice, pollution, sea level rise and reversal of rivers. 
 
Consider looking holistically at the current “State of the World” and the current environmental 
damage to the global commons, which are already severely affected. Known facts include two 
major life threatening roles:  the Ozone Hole, which is still increasing, and the land based 
melting icecaps in the Arctic and Antarctica. In 2004 the ozone depleting substances emitted 
into the atmosphere are continuing. In the Northern Hemisphere the increases are due to a 
population larger than the Southern Hemisphere, discarded refrigerators and the black 
marketing of CFC's. These are increasing the size of the ozone hole in the Southern 
Hemisphere over South America and Australia, putting children at risk. The ozone hole is 
admitting dangerous ultraviolet light which is killing the micro-organisms (sea grasses and krill) 
which in turn affects the ocean's food chain. In addition to this, Tons of Carbon Dioxide 
emissions are admitted daily, adding to global warming, which in turn is causing the Climate 
Changes we are already experiencing. Innuit people in the Arctic have noticed profound 
changes in the surrounding  ice and the late arrival of animals for food. Large ice flows have 
broken off the Antarctica sheet. Sea levels have begun to rise and have caused island 
populations in the Pacific to re-locate. There has been an increase of 2&#8413;C in global 
warming, which in turn is causing the icecaps in the Arctic and Antarctica to melt. The expected 
sea level rise is 6 meters. If another 2&#8413;C increase in temperature occurs, and will 
compound the sea level, which will rise another 2 meters in the next 10 years, so changing all 
coastlines internationally. Rivers will run backwards, fresh water will be scarce, food growing 
areas are predicted to change and become desert due to the increase of temperatures. It is now 
that we must make urgent changes to prevent exacerbating the atmospheric and environmental 
issues on the global commons. This is the reason for the International Holistic Tourism 
Education Centre - IHTEC creating their International School Peace Gardens and related Global 
Sustainability Education  programs. Peace and Environmental Education cannot be separated 
and are well combined in Sustainability Education. 
 
Objectives 
 
1:    This topic is designed to be used by individual students, a class or combined classes of 
students divided into groups. The purpose is to do research on individual aspects. Students 
study the topic until their classes integrated research and will stop when they touch the next 
topic. 
 
2:    Through debate and individual and collective report writing, they identify issues that are 
involved and highlight their results. 



 
Keywords:    Ozone Holes; Pollution; Melting Ice, Sea Level Rise; Carbon Dioxide and Oxygen 
interchange; and the effect on the basics of life. 
 
Lesson Plan: 
 
1.    Each student will study one topic and stop when they reach the next topic. 
 
2:    The teacher will bring the students together, to share the results of their reports. 
 
3.    Hold a debate showing both sides of the issues. 
 
4.    Find the overlapping points. 
 
5.    Write a school report to be presented to the whole school, parents, other teachers and the 
media. 
 
6.    Develop an action plan in a school Millennium Diary, and register online at www.ihtec.org 
Ensure that your plan will involve 40 hours of community action. IHTEC's water, marine, and 
creature corridors program suggestions are there to help you. As not all schools are by parks, 
rivers, or the ocean, you choose the program that is most suited to you, depending on where 
your school is situated. Dedicate your plans in your International School Peace Garden. 
 
7.    Connect with you local tourism or recreation organization, local government and United 
Nations Associations, who are your knowledge base. Choose those who focus on rivers and 
streams for the Watershed Peace Pathways: on marine and coastal environments for Marine 
Peace Parks, and trails organisations for Creature Corridors. 
 
8.    Work with your chosen organization for 40 hours of community service. Apply to IHTEC for 
your school award and pins.  
 
Outcomes: 
 
Schools are to write and post their report in the Conference links. We also suggest that the 
outcome be presented to the local Mayor, Premier, and Prime Minister. To attract the media 
make the presentation through the performing arts: play, musical, video, dance or art show. Ask 
your local government if they have a Data Base, so that schools can: join other schools in action 
where it is needed, and prevent overlap of environmental activities. 


